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Introduction and Rationale 

This calculation policy sets out the expectations for the mastery of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division as stipulated in the 2013  
National Curriculum - https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335158/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-

_Mathematics_220714.pdf 
It also aims to show the progression of written methods taught and used at Moorlands Primary School. 
Pupils are taught at according to the stage at which they are currently learning, with challenging mastery work being set to extend learning.  
Children should not be discouraged from using previously taught methods in which they are secure while new concepts are being embedded. 
 
Although this policy focuses largely on written calculation methods, it is important to recognise that the ability to calculate mentally lies at the  
heart of numeracy; in every written method there is an element of mental processing and children need to develop these mental skills and methods  
to allow them to do this efficiently. However, written recording can help children to clarify their thinking and supports and extends the  
development of more fluent and sophisticated strategies. 
 
The long-term aim is for children to be able to select an efficient method that is appropriate for the given task. 
It is important that calculations are given a real life context or problem solving approach where possible to build children’s understanding of the purpose of 
calculations and to help them recognise when to use certain operations and methods when faced with problems. 
 
Methods we use at Moorlands 
 
At Moorlands Junior School we use the White Rose scheme as the foundation of learning in conjunction with guidance from the NCETM. 
 
We are using the White Rose philosophy of: 
- fluency 
- reasoning 
- problem-solving  
 
In our maths work, we primarily use a CPA approach (CPA – Concrete/ Pictorial/ Abstract). Concrete methods are used to help embed new concepts before 
moving on to pictorial and abstract work. By year 6, pictorial and abstract work should be the main focus. 
 
At Moorlands we predominantly use White Rose as our main resource. However, we can also use other resources such as - Target Maths, Twinkle, nrich 
problems, Focus Education and other online resources.  
 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335158/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_Mathematics_220714.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335158/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_Mathematics_220714.pdf


 
The aim is that when children leave Moorlands they: 
 

 Have a secure knowledge of number facts and a good understanding of the four calculation operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division) 

 Make use of jottings, diagrams and informal notes to help record steps and part answers when using mental methods that generate more information 
than can be kept in their heads  

 Have an efficient, reliable, written method of calculation for each operation that they are able to apply with confidence when they are unable to perform 
a calculation mentally 
 
We use the fluent 5 as an extra tool when teaching the four operations. This consists of 5 calculations which involve addition, subtraction, multiplication 
and division. We use this twice a week in order to improve the fluency and understanding of mental calculations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Progression in Calculations 
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Subtraction 
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Subtraction 
Subtraction 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Multiplication 
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Times Tables 
 

- We use Times Table Rock Stars (TTRS) in conjunction with the methods highlighted in the White Rose scheme of learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


